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[Course Objectives: 1ZE D Z:E B 1Z])

The Constitution of Japan is the supreme law of our country, and you must know it to truly understand the social and
political structure of Japan. You can also understand Japanese political landscape through this lecture. This lecture is
about the law, but you do not need any legal knowledge for taking the lecture.

[Course Summary: {2 EDHEE]

In this lecture, we will overview the Constitution of Japan. The Constitution mainly consists of two parts; human
rights and government structure. In fall term, | will lecture on the latter part. | will also explain about basic principles
and history of the Constitution in this lecture. In spring term, I will lecture on the part of human rights. Before each
lecture, 1 will assign a short presentation time to one student, in which you will make a speech on a recent topic on
your own constitution (I assume that you will use an article on the web, and introduce it to the class).

[Study Required outside Class (Preparation etc): &gl - E&FE ]

I do not require any preparatory works (except for short presentation). You just need to bring your materials posted
on Moodle. You have to work after taking every lecture, reading back handouts and other materials.

[Class Outline: 2% E (FEINIFEANR) ]

Session 1 | Basic Principles of the Japanese Constitution

Session 2 | A History of the Constitution of Japan

Session 3 | The Emperor and the People’s Sovereignty

Session 4 | The Electoral System

Session 5 | The Diet (1) - Organization and Powers of the Diet

Session 6 | Equality (2) - Cases

Session 7 | The Cabinet

Session 8 | The Judiciary

Session 9 | Judicial Review

Session 10 | Local Government System (1) - History of Local Autonomy

Session 11 | Local Government System (2) - Organization and Powers of the Local Public Entities Speech

Session 12 | Pacifism and National Defence (1) - History

Session 13 | Pacifism and National Defence (2) - Interpretation of the Article 9

Session 14 | Constitutional Amendment

[ Textbooks, Course Materials: Z#FlE, SEE%)

Every handouts and relevant materials will be posted on Moodle. I will introduce many books and articles during
every lecture.

[Grading Criteria: BT 0 3%

Exam: 70%, Report (including a short presentation): 30%

[Note: Ei& EDFE]

Class attendance and active participation is essential for this lecture.




