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Francisco de Xavier, a missionary of the Society of Jesus arrived

t Kagoshima, Japan in 1549. Since then the Portuguese and Spanish
le visited these shores one after another for the sake of mission

k and trade. They were generally called Namban people, used to
crlﬂq Western Europeans who visited Japan. Novelties brought by
501 gj the‘flapanese people. Meanwhile, in the West elaborately

1 iWere made on the basis of the information from

These facts show us that the mutual interest
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Map of Asia by Ortelius
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Map of Japan by Teixeira
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Votive Picture of Westerner's Ship
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Votive Picture of Westerner's Parade
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The inflow of different cultures produced Namban arts. Exotic
paintings and craftworks were made in the motif of Western fashion and
imported articles. Outstanding works were created, particularly Namban
screen and Namban lacquer ware. Furthermore lacquer crafts, which
fascinated Western missionaries, were decorated to suit preferences of the

~ Westerner and achieved popularity in the West, and called “Japan” as most

popular Japanese specialties.

The beauty of the Nanban screens and lacquer ware is created as foreign

. cultures and Japanese original culture merged, that is ‘sublimated art’.
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Namban Screens
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Writing Box with Portugese Figure and
Two Chickens in Makie Lacquer
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Small Coffer with Flowers in

Makie Lacquer and Mother-of-Pearl
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Letter Box with Flowers, Trees, Birds and

Animals in Makie Lacquer and Mother-of-Pearl
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Small Box with Flowers and Birds in Makie Lacquer,
Mother-of-Pearl and Sharkskin Inlay
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Chest with Shrine Buildings, Flowers and Birds

in Makie Lacquer, Mother-of-Pearl and Sharkskin Inlay
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Cabinet with Cartouches of Flowers and Birds
in Makie Lacquer and Mother-of-Pearl
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Inyo with Japanese Playing Cards in

Makie Lacquer, Netsuke with Flags in Makie lacquer
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Sword Guard with Design of
Portuguese ship
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Cross-Shaped Sword Guard
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rect trade between Japan and foreign countries) , the Dutch ships were
de, ﬁaat is to say, Netherlands took the position as the official trade
| al aﬂd‘Spaln This led to flowering of Komo culture. Until then the

d been often drawn, but it was replaced with the picture of

Red-haired people”) . In this chapter, we shall see that

t&h.(;:'Japanese people was kept enjoying even after
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Map of Japan and Ezo by Jansson
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Picture of Chinese ship
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Picture of Foreign Ships
Entering Nagasaki Port

1912
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Map of Dejima
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Dutch Looking at Scenery
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Dutch Hunting
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